88   WASHINGTON AND HIS COLLEAGUES
EJO.OX he went to the Senate chamber, prepared
to explain his negotiations with the Indian
chiefs, but he forthwith experienced the truth
of the proverb that although you may lead a
horse to water you cannot make him drink. In
his diary for August 22, 1789, Maclay gave a
characteristic account of the scene. Washington
presided, taking the Vice-President's chair. "He
rose and told us bluntly that he had called on us
for our advice and consent to some propositions
respecting the treaty to be held with the Southern
Indians. Said he had brought General EJQOX
with him who was well acquainted with the busi-
ness." A statement was read giving a schedule
of the propositions on which the advice of the
Senate was asked. Maclay relates that he called
for the reading of the treaties and other documents
referred to in the statement. "I cast an eye
at the President of the United States. I saw he
wore an aspect of stern displeasure." There was a
manifest reluctance of the Senate to proceed with
the matter in the President's presence, and finally
a motion was made to refer the business to a com-
mittee of five. A sharp debate followed in which
"the President of the United States started up in
a violent fret. 'This defeats every purpose of my